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In its fourth year, the committee continued to execute its internal and external 

objectives around strengthening CJC’s role in UF’s international mission: 
 
CJC Strategic Plan: In response to the call for a repository for CJC faculty international 
initiatives and resources in the CJC Strategic Plan, the committee decided to make such a 
repository available via the CJC International Initiatives website overseen by research 
coordinator Cloe Zeidan as a one-stop shop, with support from associate dean Ted Spiker 
on faculty initiatives and curriculum. Beginning in the 2026-2027 academic year, we’ll also 
add more committee info and member portraits to the site to help students, staff and faculty 
get to know us better. 
 
Outreach: The committee worked to do more to publicize our existence to increase 
awareness and engagement with CJC’s International Committee, our mission, resources and 
support, including in social-media posts about opportunities and events, and a presence on 
the CJC International initiatives websites. The committee sees a special need for more-
targeted outreach to CJC international students and has set that as a goal for the 2026-27 
academic year. 

 
UF International Education Week: The committee hosted a successful 2nd annual 
Global Potluck in November to celebrate CJC's international students; hear their travel 
tales; and share heritage meals cooked by faculty, staff and students, with additional 
international foods provided by the Dean’s Office. The committee plans to continue and 
expand the global potluck as a showcase annual event for CJC. 
 
New student representatives: In April, the committee chose our new student 
representatives for 2025-2026. Our new graduate student representative is Alex Volonte, 
joining Jason Nam, who will serve a second year. Our two new undergrad reps are Sara 
Castellanos and Evangeline Wriedt. 
 
Special good-bye and welcome: The committee planned an event for the last day of 
spring ‘26 classes to congratulate graduates with The World Awaits! messaging from the 
International Committee, with mochi donuts and MiApa guava pastries on the second floor. 
The committee plans welcome messages to international students from the International 
Committee for the first week of fall ’26 classes. 
 

https://www.jou.ufl.edu/international-initiatives/

