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Course Summary
In his book, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports Media and the Color Line,” editor Chris
Lamb contends that the most significant and publicized stories in the campaign for racial equality in
sports have reflected the overall quest for equal and civil rights in the United States.
College and professional athletics have long been integrated, but race continues to play a major role in
sports, Lamb states. Sports journalists once ignored racial issues, he said, but they now contribute to
the public’s evolving racial attitudes on matters both at and away from where the contests are played.
This course will examine the longstanding relationship of sports and media — and how it not only
accelerated the pace of integration in America, but also reinforces social values; sometimes challenges
social norms; and draws on race, class and gender to match sports values with cultural values.
We will consider what happens when race, religion and sports collide; issues involving sports, race,
gender, sex and sexuality; how matters related to race, criminal justice, politics, patriotism and militarism
affect audience perceptions of athletes; and stories of athletes using their public roles to not only
overcome adversity, but also to advocate for broader social justice and self-determination.
Traversing slavery and Jim Crow to each decade of the 20th century to current events, we will explore
how sports have helped to elevate our culture and society – and yet, as author and culture critic Nelson
George wrote years ago, how and why “despite all the innovation, flair and magic” that Black athletes
have brought to basketball, and presumably other sports, “racism and self-delusion still bedevil them.”

Course Objectives
Students in this course will be able to relate:

1.

How media coverage of race, sports and culture has evolved from slavery through present day.

2.

How sports have affected societal views on activism, class, criminal justice, race, religion, etc.

3.

How sports and race have reflected cultural views on gender equality, sex and sexuality.

4.

How athletes have used their platforms to advocate for a more diverse and tolerant world.

5.

How sports and race are relayed across cultural mediums (TV, film, books, podcasts, social media).
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Noteworthy
Each student is responsible for:

1.

Reading, understanding and abiding this syllabus and its contents and directives. This includes
doing all of the work assigned – from the first module to the last. Regardless of why he/she/they are
unable to do so, a student who does not may be withdrawn from the course per UF policy.

2.

Abiding any announcements or directives the instructor sends the class – or any one of you
individually – via UF email or most likely Canvas. Expect to see interaction from the instructor via
these platforms concerning relevant matters that will be discussed as a class soon after.

3.

Completing all assigned readings as class participation and quizzes will affect grading.

In addition:
•

Outreach to the instructor is welcomed but should be short, course related, grammatically correct
and necessary. Replies from the instructor will be short and sweet and as soon as possible.

•

A security reminder: Your UF password is the only thing protecting you from pranks or more
serious harm when using Canvas. Don’t share your password with anyone. Change your password if
you think someone else might know it. Always logout when you are finished using the system.

•

Unauthorized recording and or sharing of recorded materials from this course is strictly prohibited.

•

If your performance in this course is impacted by your experiences outside of class, let me know.

Technical Support
Call 352-392-4357 for help resolving technical issues related to accessing or using Canvas – or other
connectivity (wireless, VPN), email software configuration, browser and GatorLink authentication issues.
UF Computing Help Desk: https://helpdesk.ufl.edu

Students With Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with disabilities and who have registered with
the UF Dean of Students Office. This office will provide relative documentation to the student, who
must then provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodations.
UF Disability Resource Center: http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/

Counseling Center
Personal or health issues such as depression, anxiety, stress, career uncertainty and or relationships can
interfere with your ability to function as a student. UF’s Counseling and Wellness Center (CWC) offers
support for students in need. CWC is located at 3190 Radio Road and open each weekday from 8 to 5.
UF Counseling and Wellness Center: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc

Course Evaluations
Please offer respectful feedback about this course online via GatorEvals. Guidance is at https://
gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Evaluation results are at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results.
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Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty of any kind shall not be tolerated in this course. That includes but is not limited
to using any work done by another person for a class assignment; submitting work done for another
class, and using images produced by someone else without explicit permission by the creator.
Attribution is not the same as permission. Most images found online are not free to use.
UF Student Honor Code: https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/process/student-conduct-code

UF Student Resources
UF students have access to tutorials (video-based and otherwise) from which to learn – outside of class
time – certain software and equipment needed to accomplish various required tasks this semester.
These resources include but are not limited to the library, tutoring, career resource center, etc.
UF Student Resources: http://ufadvising.ufl.edu/student-resources.aspx

Diversity Statement
The UF College of Journalism and Communications Department of Journalism embraces a
commitment toward an intellectual community enriched and enhanced by diversity along a number of
dimensions, including race, ethnicity and national origins, gender and gender identity, sexuality, class
and religion. We expect all of our journalism courses to help foster an understanding of the diversity of
peoples and cultures and of the significance and impact of mass communications in a global society.
Students are at all times to show respect for one another as well as for the instructor. If something was
said in relation to this class (by anyone) that made you feel uncomfortable, please talk to me about it.

Deadlines
Late assignments may not be accepted unless an emergency can be documented. An assignment
submitted late could be graded as a zero. If an illness or a personal emergency prevents you from
completing an assignment on time, advance notice and written documentation are required. If advance
notice is not possible because of a true emergency, written documentation will be mandated ASAP.
Generally speaking, we will function as if working in a professional workplace: You don’t do your work
(on time) – you risk losing your job. In other words, students who miss deadlines will suffer
consequences. Given this is a sports-related class, and as someone else once relevantly put it: What
happens when you turn in your fantasy football lineup late? Same concept.

Extra Credit
No “extra credit” shall be accepted. Each student is expected to do the same amount of work and
achieve the same outcomes. This proves to be fair when considering that students have different
circumstances unrelated to class. Imagine those students, for example, who must work three jobs, and
don’t have as much time to do extra credit as those who don’t have to work.
The instructor will not grade according to effort – as it is the outcomes that matter. He will be mindful
of whether your work is trending forward – or backward – when it’s time for assignment or final grades.
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Required Texts
The instructor and course aims to adhere to the UF Center for Teaching and Learning’s Affordable UF
Initiative (see http://teach.ufl.edu/affordable-uf). Indeed, this course has earned an “affordable UF
badge” (see http://teach.ufl.edu/affordable-uf/affordable-uf-badges). The instructor and our friends at
the UF library consistently work to ensure access to the required readings are available through the
course reserves section on Canvas or at the Library West branch of the George A. Smathers Libraries.
Students should expect to read the introduction and all chapters of:
• “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line” © 2016 by Chris Lamb

They should expect to read a significant portion of:
• “Ways of Grace: Stories of Activism, Adversity and How Sports Can Bring Us Together” © 2017 by

James Blake with Carol Taylor
• “When Race, Religion and Sport Collide: Black Athletes at BYU and Beyond” © 2016 by Darron T.

Smith
They should expect to read one of more chapters of:
• “More Than A Game: A History of the African American Experience in Sport” © 2018 by David K.

Wiggins
• “No Slam Dunk: Gender, Sport and the Unevenness of Social Change” © 2018 by Cheryl Cooky and

Michael A. Messner
• “The Revolt of the Black Athlete: 50th Anniversary Edition” © 2017 by Harry Edwards
• “Playing While White: Privilege and Power On and Off the Field” © 2017 by David J. Leonard
• “Evolution of the Modern Sports Fan: Communicative Approaches” © 2017 by Andrew C. Billings

and Keon A. Brown
• “Cross-Cultural Journalism: Communicating Strategically About Diversity” © 2016 by Maria E. Len-

Rios and Earnest L. Perry
• “The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the African American Experience in Sport”

© 2003 by David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller

Other Readings and Viewing ($)
Academic journal articles, book chapters, magazine and newspaper articles and website stories, as well
as various audio and video matter will be assigned throughout the semester, both per the syllabus and
as unanticipated issues and reports arise in sports, media and society. Students shall be expected to stay
up to date on current events and breaking news related to race, sports and culture. That means regularly
perusing websites of legacy print newspapers, magazines and broadcast outlets, and sports websites
including but not limited to ESPN, The Players’ Tribune or The Athletic, etc. NOTE: Some reading or
viewing material the instructor requires or a student selects could necessitate a small purchase fee.

ESPN’s The Undefeated
The course’s conception was inspired by TheUndefeated.com – ESPN’s online platform devoted to the
intersection of race, sports and culture. By all means, we shall pay close attention to its daily offerings.
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Essays and Oral Presentations
Please review the instructions and rubrics for the essay and oral presentation assignments in Canvas –
and be sure the instructor approves your choices before investing too much on them.
Yes, your essay(s) and presentation can be on different topics, but then can be on the same one, too.
Your essay(s) and presentation should demonstrate critical analysis of a topic related to one or more
course objectives. It shall honor the assigned course readings and take advantage of your additional
research on the topic. Most certainly, the essays can help propel you toward your presentation.
Student presentations during prior semesters have ranged from “Cheerleading: An Intersection of Race,
Sports and Culture” to “Black Male Athletes at Predominately White Institutions (PWIs)” to “The Rise
of International Athletes in the NBA” to “Dancing With the Athletes” (A Review of Athletes on “Dancing
With the Stars)” to “Prominent Jewish-American Athletes of the 20th and 21st Century.”
Others: “From Rags to Riches” to “The Problem With Latin Americans in Sports Media” to “How
Society’s Attitudes and Behaviors Shape LGBTQ Athletes Experience” to “Objectification of Female
Athletes in the Media” to “Hockey Is For Everyone: Why Are There So Few Minorities Playing the Game
…” to “Analyzing Sports Media Shortcomings in Telling Athletes’ Humble Beginnings Stories.”
A presentation may use audio or video clips, but there must not be an over-reliance. Generally, consult
with the instructor in advance if you think more than 25 to 33 percent of your 15-minute presentation –
or more than five minutes – would consist of multimedia. Keep in mind: This is an oral presentation
that is to demonstrate critical analysis of a topic related to one or more of the course objectives.
You may use either Microsoft PowerPoint, Apple Keynote or even Prezi for your content presentation.
Definitely check to ensure all webpages and or associated multimedia files are in place; last thing you
want is for your video or audio to not work when and how you want it to.
For the oral presentation, your attire should reflect you’re taking this opportunity seriously.
Each student shall offer peer-review written feedback on everyone else’s oral presentation.
Definitely abide the writing assignment mandates just below before submitting your written work.
Always remember this is a journalism class, so be mindful of grammar, spelling and punctuation.
The same goes for the textual matter in your presentation. Don’t give away points.

Writing Assignments
All writing assignments should be turned in:
• On a Word file with 1-inch margins (top, bottom, left, right) and 12-point Times New Roman font.
• With the file named as either studentlastname_topicname.doc or studentlastname_topicname.docx.
• With your name, class name and date all single-spaced in the top left corner.
• With the text in double-spaced, block format (no indented paragraphs).
• With one-inch margins on all four sides, and with Format<Paragraph spacing set at zero, zero (ask).
• All field assignments must be submitted or posted by the specified deadline.
• Failure to abide by these expectations will result in grade penalties.
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Class Discussion
Let’s aim for vibrant discussion worthy of any sports talk show. Let’s not be afraid to address sensitive
issues just as we would express our fanaticism for our favorite sports, player(s) or team(s). As news
develops, we may delve into matters involving race and culture but not sports. At all times, we will want
a healthy exchange of ideas. Disagreement shall be respected. Disrespect will not be tolerated.

Assignments and Grading
Use your time spent on the readings and assignments seriously and efficiently. You will be rewarded for
results, not just for effort. Assignments submitted late shall be subject to a 10 percent grade reduction.
Final grade calculations: 930-1,000, A; 929-900, A-; 899-870, B+; 869-830, B; 829-800, B-; 799-770, C+;
769-730, C; 729-700, C-; 699-670, D+; 669-630, D; 629-600 D-; 599 and below, E.
Quizzes (40 percent)
• Expect weekly quizzes related to the assigned readings. The quizzes will be accessed via Canvas.

Discussion Board (20 percent)
• Each week the instructor will offer a prompt question or two for each student to answer in the

Canvas discussion board. It will typically focus on an emerging topic involving race, sports and
culture, and be spurred by a news or feature article or two (or video or videos) the instructor offers.
Essays (20 percent)
• Each student will submit two 1,000-word essays (four pages, double-spaced, sourced) or in limited

instances a 2,000-word essay (eight pages, double-spaced, sourced) about how the intersection of
race, sports and culture is conveyed across movies, documentaries, podcasts, books, etc. A listing of
approved options will be outlined in the lecture as well as designated spaces on Canvas.
• Essay No. 1 due by MODULE 4 (10 percent)
• Essay No. 2 due by MODULE 9 (10 percent)

Oral Presentation (20 percent)
• Each student will do an instructor-approved, 15-minute oral presentation that is related to at least

one course objective, honors assigned reading and includes research beyond the course material.
• (5 percent)
• A 500-word abstract (two-page, double-spaced) shall cogently explain your choice and

inspiration for your oral presentation and earn the instructor’s approval. (Due by MODULE 7)
• An annotated bibliography shall be the foundation of your presentation. It shall include at

least 12 primary and secondary sources not among the assigned readings. (Matter from the
assigned readings can and should be used for the presentation.) Each bibliography source in
shall include a paragraph summarizing its contents and value. (Due by MODULE 11)
• (15 percent)
• The presentation must be uploaded to Canvas according to instructor guidance in the module

lecture as well as additional instructions within the assignment space. (Due by MODULE 15)
• Each student shall offer peer review feedback on his/her/their classmates’ presentations.
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Course Schedule
This syllabus represents our current plans and objectives. As we go through the semester, these plans
may change based on developing news or learning opportunities. Such changes – which shall typically
be communicated via Canvas announcements – are unforeseen and should be expected.
What follows is intended as a roadmap for the semester. A complete list of assignments – including the
viewing of one or more lecture videos as well as quizzes – shall be found within each module on Canvas.
MODULE 0: Orientation – Open: Aug 31 – Deadline: Sept. 6
– In this module, you will learn the course objectives and what is expected of you. You will learn about
the concepts of race, sports and culture, but also about an ESPN website devoted to those concepts
daily. (We will also discuss issues related to gender and internationalization often during the course.)
– You will also reveal why you decided to take this course – and which or who, if any, are your favorite
sports, teams or athletes. Don’t worry: So long as you care a lot about race and culture, but not even a
little bit about sports, this course is still very much for you.
– This module also introduces you to the signature course assignments: two essays and a class
presentation. The essays and presentation will all relate to one or more of the course objectives as well
as honor (but, of course, include research beyond) any of the course readings.
MODULE 1: From the Beginning – Open: Sept. 7 – Deadline: Sept. 13
– In this module, you will learn how Black Americans have participated in U.S. sports as far back as
slavery, through the earliest days of organized baseball, boxing and horse racing during the Jim Crow
era and athletics in the U.S. Army. You will also be introduced to 18th and 19th century sports figures
like boxer Tom Molineaux and champion sprint cyclist Major Taylor.
Required Readings
David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller, “The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the
African American Experience in Sport”
• Chapter 1, pages 7 to 28, “Antebellum Ordeals: Slavery, Sport and the Prospects of Freedom”
• Chapter 2, pages 31 to 82, “Striving for Success: African-American Athletes in the Early Period of

Jim Crow: 1865-1915”
Optional Reading
David K. Wiggins, “More Than A Game: A History of the African American Experience in Sport”
• Chapter 1, pages 23 to 50, “Establishing the Boundaries of Sport: Slavery’s Lasting Legacy”

MODULE 2: Jack Johnson, Jesse Owens and Joe Louis – Open: Sept. 14 – Deadline: Sept. 20
– In this module, you will learn how heavyweight boxing champions Jack Johnson and Joe Louis and
Olympic track and field star Jesse Owens became pivotal athletes in U.S. history – and how it was many
journalists reflected societal norms through their reporting and opinion columns.
Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Introduction, pages 1 to 17
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• Chapter 1, pages 19 to 40: “Framing White Hopes: The Press, Social Drama and the Era of Jack

Johnson, 1908-1915”
•Chapter 2, pages 52 to 77: “Jesse Owens, a Black Pearl Amidst an Ocean of Fury: A Case Study of

Press Coverage of the 1936 Berlin Games”
• Chapter 3, pages 86 to 107: “Multifarious Hero: Joe Louis, American Society and Race Relations

During World Crisis, 1935-1945”
MODULE 3: (Re)Integrating Pro Baseball and Football – Open: Sept. 21 – Deadline: Sept. 27
– In this module, you will learn how Black athletes were initially excluded from the National Football
League, how sportswriters for white and Black newspapers covered the first to re-integrate professional
football, and how the Black press helped lead the way toward creating a path toward the re-integration
of major league baseball.
Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Chapter 4, pages 117 to 140: “Outside the Pale: The Exclusion of Blacks From the National

Football League, 1934-1946”
• Chapter 5, pages 148 to 163: “Democracy on the Field: The Black Press Takes on White Baseball”
• Chapter 6, pages 170 to 194: “A Nod From Destiny: How Sportswriters for White and African

American Newspapers Covered Kenny Washington’s Entry Into the National Football League”
MODULE 4: (Re)Integrating Baseball and New Year’s Day – Open: Sept. 28 – Deadline: Oct. 4
– In this module, you will review how sportswriters covered Jackie Robinson’s entry into major league
baseball, learn of the public relations campaign waged by Robinson and a Black sportswriter to cast his
groundbreaking season as an unqualified success – and also about the racial politics of college bowl
games in the American South in the middle of the 20th century.
Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Chapter 7, pages 199 to 228: “Jackie Robinson and the American Mind: Journalistic Perceptions of

the Reintegration of Baseball”
• Chapter 8, pages 237 to 258: “This Is It!”: The Public Relations Campaign Waged by Wendall

Smith and Jackie Robinson to Cast Robinson's First Season as an Unqualified Success”
• Chapter 9, pages 267 to 288: “Integrating New Year’s Day: The Racial Politics of College Bowl

Games in the American South”
MODULE 5: The Revolt of the Black Athlete – Open: Oct. 5 – Deadline: Oct. 11
– In this module, you will learn how an alliance between Muhammad Ali and the Nation of Islam –
meant to merge professional boxing with Black economic power – led to the canceling of a heavyweight
fight; about the “revolt of the Black athlete” in the 1960s and in particular how the print media covered
the protest of two U.S. sprinters at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
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Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Chapter 10, pages 293 to 318: “Main Bout Inc., Black Economic Power and Professional Boxing:

The Canceled Muhammad Ali-Ernie Terrell Fight”
• Chapter 11, pages 332 to 350: “A ‘Race’ for Equality: Print Media Coverage of the 1968 Olympic

Protest By Tommie Smith and John Carlos”
• Harry Edwards, “The Revolt of the Black Athlete (50th Anniversary Edition)”
• Introduction to the 50th Anniversary Edition, pages x to xxx

MODULE 6: Media and Social Responsibility – Open: Oct. 12 – Deadline: Oct. 18
– In this module, you will learn about how Sports Illustrated sought to produce a series of stories about
the Black athlete as socially responsible journalism, how sportswriters covered Curt Flood’s lawsuit
against major league baseball, and the media covered both Hank Aaron’s pursuit of the career home run
record and a newspaper revealing that Arthur Ashe had AIDS.
Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Chapter 12, pages 357 to 377: “Sports Illustrated’s African American Athlete Series As Socially

Responsible Journalism”
• Chapter 13, pages 383 to 405: “Rebellion in the Kingdom of Swat: Sportswriters, African

American Athletes and Coverage of Curt Flood’s Lawsuit Against Major League Baseball”
• Chapter 14, pages 417 to 433: “Chasing Babe Ruth: An Analysis of Newspaper Coverage of Hank

Aaron’s Pursuit of the Career Home Run Record”
• Chapter 15, pages 442 to 460: “Arthur Ashe: An Analysis of Newspaper Journalists’ Coverage of

USA Today’s Outing”
MODULE 7: Michael Jordan and Family Values
– Open: Oct. 19 – Deadline: Oct. 25 (Your abstract for your class presentation is also due Oct. 25)
– In this module, you will learn how the marketing of Michael Jordan as a man with “family values”
changed how society thought of Black men in post-Reagan America, how the Rush Limbaugh-Donovan
McNabb saga reflected the problems of whiteness in contemporary sports, and how media covered
Barry Bonds’ chase of Hank Aaron’s home run record.
Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Chapter 16, pages 468 to 496: “Michael Jordan’s Family Values: Marketing, Meaning and Post-

Reagan America”
• Chapter 17, pages 501 to 518: “Rush Limbaugh, Donovan McNabb and ‘A Little Social Concern’:

Essays on the Problems of Whiteness in Contemporary American Sport”
• Chapter 18, pages 522 to 531: “I’m the King of the World: Barry Bonds and the Race for the

Record”
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MODULE 8: Redemption and “The Decision” – Open: Oct. 26 – Deadline: Nov. 1
– In this module, you will learn how coverage of Michael Vick’s dog-fighting case helped to frame a race
and redemption narrative, about sports fans weighing in online on the decision to hire Black coaches,
and how the LeBron James and “The Decision” reflected the country as it entered the age of Obama.
Readings
Chris Lamb, “From Jack Johnson to LeBron James: Sports, Media and the Color Line”
• Chapter 19, pages 534 to 550: “Redemption on the Field: Framing, Narrative and Race in Media

Coverage of Michael Vick”
• Chapter 20, pages 555 to 576: “Weighing In on the Coaching Decision: Discussing Sports and

Race Online”
• Chapter 21, pages 582 to 597: “The LeBron James Decision in the Age of Obama”

MODULE 9: When Race, Religion and Sport Collide – Open: Nov. 2 – Deadline: Nov. 8
– In this module, you will learn about what happens when race, religion and sport collide, as
demonstrated by the cases of Brandon Davies’ dismissal from the Brigham Young University basketball
team and the Tim Tebow and Jeremy Lin phenomena; and about the challenges of Black athletes in the
NCAA in particular and college in general.
Readings
Darren Smith, “When Race, Religion and Sport Collide: Black Athletes at BYU and Beyond”
• Introduction, pages 1 to 7
• Chapter 1, pages 9 to 22: “The Meaning of Sport in the Popular Imagination: The Collision of

Race, Religion and Sport”
• Chapter 4, pages 69 to 79: “Political Uprising in the Late Sixties and Early Seventies”; “A New

Kind of Freedom Fighter”; “Challenging Systemic Whiteness in Higher Education”; “A Call to
Action: Black Student-Athletes and the Struggle Against Faith-Based Discrimination”; “Racial
Protests and Mounting Pressure: Black and White Against Mormonism”; “Turning a Blind Eye
to Protests of Injustice – Clinging to the Iron Rod of Racism”
• Chapter 6, pages 101 to 120: “No Honor in the Honor Code: The Suspension of Brandon Davies

and the Incompatibility Nexus Between Blackness and Mormonism”
• Chapter 7, pages 121 to 139: “Colorblindness and the Health Consequences to Black Male

Student-Athletes Through the Illusion of a Free Education”
• Chapter 8, pages 141 to 156: “Pipeline to a Pipedream: The Elusiveness of Change in the Era of

‘Black Lives Matter’”
MODULE 10: “Playing While White” – Open: Nov. 9 – Deadline: Nov. 15
– In this module, you will learn how athletes such as Johnny Manziel, Marshall Henderson, Tom Brady,
Larry Bird, Josh Hamilton, Maria Sharapova, Ronda Rousey, et al., demonstrate how whiteness is central
to the commodification of athletes and the sports they play – and why whiteness matters within sports,
and what that tells us about race in the United States. You will also consider the legacy of the Black
quarterback, the objectification of female athletes, and why those who are Black are unapologetic.
PAGE 10 OF 12

COURSE SYLLABUS

RACE, SPORTS AND CULTURE

FALL 2020

JOU 4930

Readings
David J. Leonard, “Playing While White: Privilege and Power On and Off the Field”
• Introduction, pages 3 to 15
• Chapter 1, pages 16 to 43: “The Scrappy White Leader”
• Chapter 2, pages 44 to 63: “He Got Brains: Whiteness and Intelligence On and Off the Court”
• Chapter 3, pages 64 to 90: “Talking Trash (While White): A Betrayal of Tradition or a Sign of

Competitive Leadership”
MODULE 11: “Role Models or Criminals”
– Open: Nov. 16 – Deadline: Nov. 22 (Your annotated bibliography is also due Nov. 22)
– In this module, you will learn about the effects of race and severity of criminal activity on audience
perceptions of professional athletes; consider whether athletes who become criminal defendants are
stereotyped by the media as well as whether athletes are or should be role models; and review examples
of how race, sports, criminal justice and media intersect, including the high profile prosecutions against
Allen Iverson in the 1990’s and the Duke University lacrosse team in the 2000’s.
Readings
Andrew C. Billings and Kenon A. Brown, “Evolution of the Modern Sports Fan: Communicative
Approaches” – available via PDF
• Chapter 12, pages 185 to 197: “Role Models or Criminals? The Effects of Race and Severity of

Criminal Activity on Audience Perceptions of Professional Athletes”
Robert M. Entman and Kimberly A. Gross – available via PDF
• Pages 93 to 133: “Race to Judgment: Stereotyping Media and Criminal Defendants”

David J. Leonard, “Playing While White: Privilege and Power On and Off the Field”
• Chapter 4, pages 91 to 109: “White Thugs: Crime and the Culture of Innocence”

MODULE 12: Accidental Activists – Open: Nov. 23 – Deadline: Nov. 29
– In this module, you will learn how a Black tennis athlete was tackled and handcuffed by a police
officer in a case of “mistaken identity” – and then faced the incident with dignity, using it as an
opportunity to raise awareness about the dangers of racial profiling. You will also learn about other
athletes who used their public roles to advocate for broader social justice – even when it meant risking
the loss of fans, sponsors, teammates or even the freedom to compete.
Readings
James Blake, “Ways of Grace: Stories of Activism, Adversity and How Sports Can Bring Us Together”
• Introduction, pages 1 to 25: “Mistaken Identity”
• Chapter 1, pages 27 to 70: “Early Trailblazers: Accidental Activists”
• Chapter 2, pages 71 to 116: “Changing the Game: The Unifying Power of Sports”
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MODULE 13: “You Run Like A Girl” – Open: Nov. 30 – Deadline: Dec. 6
– In this module, you will learn about the history of women’s sports and women in sports journalism
and broadcasting; the perception of female athletes (including physical, emotional and psychological
myths) related via the media and Hollywood; the impact of Title IX; and how they have used sports to
further their generations-long quest for equal pay and opportunity.
Readings
Cheryl Cooky and Michael A. Messner, “No Slam Dunk: Gender, Sport and the Unevenness of Social
Change”
• Chapter 4, pages 70 to 90: “Women, Sports and Activism”
• Chapter 10, pages 209 to 234: “It’s Dude Time!”: “A Quarter Century of Excluding Women’s Sports

in Televised News and Highlight Shows”
• Chapter 12, pages 247 to 268: “It’s Not About the Game: Don Imus, Race, Class, Gender and

Sexuality in Contemporary Media”
James Blake, “Ways of Grace: Stories of Activism, Adversity and How Sports Can Bring Us Together”
• Chapter 3, pages 117 to 132: “You Run Like a Girl: Gender Biases in Sports”

Maria E. Len-Rios and Earnest L. Perry, “Cross-Cultural Journalism: Communicating Strategically
About Diversity
• Chapter 14, pages 297 to 312: Race and Gender in Sports”

David J. Leonard, “Playing While White: Privilege and Power On and Off the Field”
• Chapter 7, pages 159 to 179: “(White) Women in Sports: Selling White Femininity”

Optional Readings
Grau, Landreth, Roselli and Taylor, “Where’s Tamika Catchings? A Content Analysis of Female Athlete
Endorsers in Magazine Advertisements.”
• Journal of Current Issues & Research in Advertising (CTC Press) 29, no. 1 (2007): 55-65.

Eastman and Billings, “Biased Voices of Sports: Racial and Gender Stereotyping in College Basketball
Announcing”
• The Howard Journal of Communications, 12, pages 183-201.

MODULE 14: Tales of The Human Spirit (Essays) – Open: Aug 31 – Oct. 4 (Essay 1); Nov. 8 (Essay 2)
– In this module, you learn how the intersection of race, sports and culture are conveyed across movies,
documentaries, podcasts, books, etc. Instructions about how submit two 1,000-word essays (four pages,
double-spaced, sourced) or in limited instances a 2,000-word essay (eight pages, double-spaced,
sourced) will be offered. So, too, will an expansive list of storytelling options suitable for your essays.
MODULE 15: Oral Presentations – Open: Aug 31 – Deadline: Dec. 7 (submission); Dec. 13 (feedback)
– In this module, you will learn about and offer peer evaluations pertaining to the oral presentations
that you and your classmates have been working this semester. As you know well by now, yours and all
of the presentations will honor at least one of the five course objectives related to the intersection of
race, sports and culture. You will also offer written feedback on your classmates’ presentations as well.
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