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ACADEMIC HONESTY 
All graduate students in the College of Journalism 
and Communications are expected to conduct 
themselves with the highest degree of integrity.  It is 
the students’ responsibility to ensure that they know 
and understand the requirements of every 
assignment. At a minimum, this includes avoiding 
the following: 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism occurs when an individual 
presents the ideas or expressions of another as his 
or her own.  Students must always credit others’ 
ideas with accurate citations and must use quotation 
marks and citations when presenting the words of 
others.   A thorough understanding of plagiarism is a 
precondition for admittance to graduate studies in 
the college. 
 
Cheating:  Cheating occurs when a student 
circumvents or ignores the rules that govern an 
academic assignment such as an exam or class 
paper.  It can include using notes, in physical or 
electronic form, in an exam, submitting the work of 
another as one’s own, or reusing a paper a student 
has composed for one class in another class.  If a 
student is not sure about the rules that govern an 
assignment, it is the student’s responsibility to ask 
for clarification from his instructor. 
 
Misrepresenting Research Data:  The integrity of 
data in mass communication research is a 
paramount issue for advancing knowledge and the 
credibility of our professions.  For this reason any 
intentional misrepresentation of data, or 
misrepresentation of the conditions or 
circumstances of data collection, is considered a 
violation of academic integrity. 

 
Misrepresenting data reported in a thesis, project, or 
dissertation is a clear violation of the rules and 
requirements of academic integrity and honesty. 
 
Any violation of the above stated conditions is 
grounds for immediate dismissal from the program 
and will result in revocation of the degree if the 
degree previously has been awarded. 

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS 
As stated in the UF Student Code of Conduct, 
“Students enjoy the rights and privileges that accrue 
to membership in a University community and are 
subject to the responsibilities which accompany that 
membership. In order to have a system of effective 
campus governance, it is incumbent upon all 
members of the campus community to notify 
appropriate officials of any violations of regulations 
and to assist in their enforcement. All conduct 
regulations of the University are printed and made 
available to all students as part of the Florida 
Administrative Code (Chapter 6C1-4) and are 
applicable upon publication in the Independent 
Florida Alligator, the University Catalog, or any 
reasonable means of notification.”  Please review: 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcodes/conductco
de.php 

REGISTRATION PREPARATION 
To enable your registration, it is required that you go 
to ISIS and complete the Registration Preparation 
requirement and update your emergency contact 
information every term prior to your registration 
start time.  You will have a “registration preparation 
hold” until it is completed. 

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcodes/conductcode.php
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcodes/conductcode.php


UNSATISFACTORY PROGRESS 
Any student may be denied further registration in 
the university or in a graduate major if progress 
toward the completion of the planned program 
becomes unsatisfactory to the College or the dean of 
the Graduate School. The Graduate School defines 
unsatisfactory progress as failure to maintain a 
cumulative overall GPA of 3.0 (B) or a cumulative 
major GPA of 3.0 (B). Students who declare a minor 
must maintain a 3.0 GPA in the minor.  
 
The College has defined unsatisfactory progress 
more severely than the Graduate School. Beyond 
considering a GPA of less than 3.0 as unsatisfactory, 
the College also considers as unsatisfactory progress 
receipt of grades below B-. See probation, 
suspension and grades of incomplete or 
unsatisfactory, below. 

COMPUTING THE GPA   
The Graduate School computes two GPAs for all 
students, overall and major. For students with a 
minor, the Graduate School also computes a minor 
GPA. The major GPA includes only graduate courses 
in the College. In computing the overall GPA, the 
Graduate School counts all courses at the 5000 level 
or above and 3000/4000 level outside the major 
taken while the student has been classified as a 7, 8, 
or 9. Students may repeat courses in which they 
earn failing grades. The grade points from both the 
first and second attempts will be included in the 
computation of the GPA, but the student will receive 
credits only for the second attempt. When 
computing the GPA, the Graduate School does not 
round up fractions. Thus, a 2.99 GPA fails to meet 
the 3.0 requirement. 
 
Courses receiving grades of 
satisfactory/unsatisfactory (S/U) are excluded in GPA 
computation, as are courses at the freshman and 
sophomore (1000/2000) levels. The Graduate School 
also excludes any courses at the junior and senior 
(3000/4000) levels if in a student's major. Hours at 
the 1000/2000 level may not count toward residency 
or toward the total credits required for a degree. 
Courses designated with a grade of H (used only in 
special situations when the work is expected to be 
developed over a period of time greater than a 
single term) are excluded until such time as grade 
changes are processed. All H grades must be cleared 
prior to graduation. The grade of H is not a 
substitute for a grade of S, U, or I. Courses for which 
H grades are appropriate are noted in their catalog 
descriptions and must be approved by the Graduate 

Curriculum Committee and the Graduate School.  
Please note that the GPA listed in ISIS may not be 
the same as the GPA calculated by the above 
Graduate School definitions, if the student has 
digressed from their degree plan by taking freshman 
and sophomore (1000/2000) level courses or 
undergraduate courses within the College.   

GRADES OF INCOMPLETE, 
UNSATISFACTORY, OR NG 
Grades of I (incomplete) must be removed by the 
date stated on the Incomplete Grade Contract (see 
below) or the deadline stated in The University 
Calendar–whichever comes first. If a grade of I has 
not been changed to an A-E letter grade by the end 
of the term following the one in which the grade was 
assigned, the grade will be computed as an E when 
calculating the grade point average unless further 
action is taken, and will be treated as an E grade for 
suspension purposes. 
 
Grades of NG will become punitive if not changed by 
the end of the term following the one in which the 
course was registered and will follow the same 
procedures as an I or U grade, depending on the 
grade type for the course. 
 
If the student receives an I, U, or NG grade while on 
probation, it constitutes a violation of probationary 
or conditional status. 
 
Grades of I (incomplete) cannot be given for a 
graduate level S/U course. 
 
Courses in which students receive grades of U or NG 
do not meet the Graduate Council's standard of 
satisfactory performance. Accordingly, such grades 
either must be changed or the Graduate School must 
approve a petition setting forth the reasons why the 
student should be allowed to graduate with the U 
grade on the record. 
 
Graduate students may have a maximum of two 
incompletes (including “no grades”) and two 
unsatisfactory grades for their entire academic 
program 

INCOMPLETE GRADE CONTRACT 
The Incomplete Grade Contract should be used in 
every instance of assigning an incomplete grade.  
The procedure is described in detail on the form 
which is available in the Graduate Division in Weimer 
Hall as well as on the College of Journalism and 



Communications, Graduate Studies and Research, 
web page at http://www.jou.ufl.edu/grad/forms/.    
The form should be completed and filed with the 
Graduate Division before the end of the semester in 
which the incomplete grade is given.  Please be 
aware that I grades are reserved for extraordinary 
circumstances and a majority of the course work 
must be completed.  If the student has not 
completed the majority of course requirements, it is 
advisable that they officially drop the course.  
Unfortunately, this action will result in the loss of 
tuition dollars paid if the drop occurs after the 
drop/add period established in UF registration 
policy.  If the student is on a graduate assistantship, 
dropping credits during the semester may result in 
the termination of the assistantship.  
 
 Penalty for I/U grades over the limit—As 
mentioned above, graduate students are allowed a 
maximum of two incompletes (including “no 
grades”) and two U grades.  Per the vote of the 
Graduate Faculty, a student who receives more than 
the allowed number of I/U grades will be 
suspended for two semesters and be required to 
reapply to the program by submitting the 
application for readmission to the Graduate 
Committee for approval. 

PROBATION 
Students may be placed on probation if their 
progress becomes unsatisfactory. The Senior 
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research 
will attempt to contact any student whose grade 
point has fallen below 3.0. However, the student 
bears the responsibility of determining whether the 
grade point average is sufficient to remain on regular 
status. If it is not, the student must confer with the 
Senior Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and 
Research at the start of the first term during which 
the GPA falls below 3.0. 
 
Any graduate student who earns a GPA less than 3.0 
and/or receives one grade below C+ will be placed 
on probation, with the exception of courses taken 
from the Levin College of Law, undergraduate 
statistics course or articulation classes.  For these 
courses, any student receiving one grade below C 
will be placed on probation.   
 
Students on probation are not eligible to hold a 
graduate assistantship. 
 
If students are placed on probation, they will need to 
work with their chair to devise a plan to improve 

their grades.  They will need to submit the plan to 
the Senior Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and 
Research for approval.  If they satisfy the approved 
plan in the term of probation and their cumulative 
GPA is at or above a 3.0 the probation flag will be 
lifted. 
 
If the plan or GPA requirement is not satisfied, the 
student will be suspended.  If a student satisfies the 
probation plan but the situation arises in future 
terms, the student will not be granted another 
probation term, he will be suspended. 

.SUSPENSION 
The official University definition of suspension is, 
“The student is required to leave the University for a 
given or indefinite period of time, the termination of 
which shall depend upon specified acts of the 
student's own volition related to mitigation of the 
offense committed. The student must comply with 
all sanctions prior to re-admission.”  The College 
does not guarantee readmission; it is subject to 
review by the Graduate Committee. 
 
Students on suspension are not eligible to hold a 
graduate assistantship. 
 
Any graduates student who accumulates two grades 
below C+ (with the exclusion of courses taken from 
the Levin College of Law, undergraduate background 
statistics class or  articulation classes) during his or 
her graduate studies will be suspended, as will any 
graduates student who receives one grade of D+ or 
lower at any time during graduate studies. 
 
When a student is suspended, the student's records 
will be flagged and future registration will be 
forbidden until the Graduate Committee approves 
lifting the flag.  To have the suspension flag lifted, 
the student will need to devise a plan, in conjunction 
with their adviser, for review and approval by the 
Graduate Committee.  Students will be allowed only 
one suspension.  If another suspension is necessary, 
the student will be removed from the program. 
 
If the suspension is due to a below 3.0 GPA, the 
student will have one semester to bring the GPA to a 
3.0 or higher before further actions are taken.  
Please note a student that does not register for two 
consecutive semesters must apply for re-admission 
to the program and acceptance is not guaranteed. 
 
2000 Weimer Hall, Gainesville, FL 32611-8400 
(352) 392---6557; www.jou.ufl.edu 

http://www.jou.ufl.edu/grad/forms/
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